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MacDONALD, Administrative Patent Judge. 



DECISION ON APPEAL 1 



1 The two-month time period for filing an appeal or commencing a civil 
action, as recited in 37 C.F.R. § 1.304, or for filing a request for rehearing, 
as recited in 37 C.F.R. § 41.52, begins to run from the "MAIL DATE" 
(paper delivery mode) or the "NOTIFICATION DATE" (electronic delivery 
mode) shown on the PTOL-90A cover letter attached to this decision. 
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STATEMENT OF CASE 
Introduction 

Appellants appeal under 35 U.S.C. § 134 from a final rejection of 

claims 1, 22-25, and 36-44. We have jurisdiction under 35 U.S.C. § 6(b). 

Exemplary Claim 

Exemplary independent claim 1 under appeal reads as follows: 

1. A method for providing simultaneous access between a 
storage drive and a plurality of blade servers, the method comprising: 

configuring the plurality of blade servers to simultaneously 
connect with the storage drive, wherein the plurality of blade servers 
is managed by a management system and the storage drive is coupled 
to the management system; 

each blade server of the plurality of blade servers 
simultaneously routing data packets between the management system 
and the blade server; and 

the management system managing simultaneous access of the 
plurality of blade servers to the storage drive, including routing the 
data packets received from the plurality of blade servers to the storage 
drive. 

Appellants' Contention 
Appellants contend that the Examiner erred in rejecting claims 1, 22, 
23, 36, 40, and 41 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Sakthikumar (US 2004/0181601 Al) and Bottom (US 
2002/0124114 Al) because "Bottom fails to disclose that a plurality of blade 
servers can simultaneously access a storage device." (App. Br. 6). 2 



2 The rejections of the remaining claims under 103(a) are not separately 
argued from the rejection of the independent claims 1, 22, and 40. 
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Issue on Appeal 
Did the Examiner err in rejecting claims 1 , 22, and 40 as being 
obvious because Bottom fails to teach the argued simultaneous access? 

ANALYSIS 
We agree with Appellants' contention, supra. 

CONCLUSIONS 

(1) Appellants have established that the Examiner erred in rejecting 
claims 1, 22-25, and 36-44 as being unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

(2) On this record, claims 1, 22-25, and 36-44 have not been shown 
to be unpatentable. 

DECISION 

The Examiner's rejections of claims 1, 22-25, and 36-44 are reversed. 
REVERSED 
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